
November 28, 2017 
 The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

November 28, 2017 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene 

Teague presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Chad Martin, Jennifer 

Bowles, Sharon Hodge and Kathy Lawson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council 

Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Water Resources Director Andy Lash, Electric 

Department Director Durwin Joyce, and Lt. Doug Graham. 

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, 

and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council 

Member Hodge, with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  Council Member Lawson, aye; Council 

Member Hodge, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague, aye and Vice Mayor Martin, 

aye, Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Consultation 

with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to 

actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal 

advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, 

each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from 

open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business 

matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or 

considered during the Session.  A motion was made by Council Member Bowles, seconded by 

Council Member Lawson, with the following 4-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open 

Session: Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; and 

Council Member Lawson, aye.  Vice Mayor Martin returned to the meeting after the vote was 

completed.    

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Mayor Teague, Teague 

welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes of the November 14, 2017 Council Meeting – Council 

Member Hodge made a motion to approve minutes as presented; Council Member Bowles 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards October 1-Decmeber 31, 

2017 – City Manager Towarnicki recognized employees for their years of service and thanked 

them for their years of commitment to the City.  
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Recognize Marine Corp veteran Walter E. Sheppard as recipient of the 2017 Henry 

County-Martinsville Outstanding Military Veteran and Army veteran William Jerry Perdue as 

Veteran of the Year – Mayor Teague welcomed Mr. Sheppard and Mr. Perdue to the meeting 

and shared information about their years in the service.  Sheppard thanked Council and 

appreciates the fact that Martinsville and Henry County could come together for the award.  

Perdue thanked Council and said the recognition is truly rewarding.   

Consider setting a public hearing on the request from The Refuge Temple Holiness 

Church for a rezoning of 205 Clearview Drive – Wayne Knox summarized the rezoning request.  

He shared the Planning Commission’s recommendation, asking that the public hearing be 

scheduled for the next Council meeting.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to set the 

public hearing for December 12, 2017; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all 

Council voting in favor.   
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Conduct a public hearing jointly with the Martinsville Planning Commission on the 

Subdivision Ordinance update and consider approval of the ordinance on first reading  - 

Planning Commission Chairman Martin opened the Planning Commission session.  Wayne 

Knox summarized the discussion and recommendation made by the Planning Commission 

regarding the Subdivision ordinance.  A representative from Cox and Associates shared a 

PowerPoint of information regarding the subdivision ordinance.  Mayor Teague opened the 

public hearing.  Chairman Martin opened the public hearing for the Planning Commission as 

well.  Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street stated that there was a variance fee previously mentioned 

for the subdivision variance and asked that Council impose a fee equal or slightly greater than 

for the zoning variance.  Council discussed options relating to the fee.  Mayor Teague and 

Chairman Martin closed the public hearing.  Council Member Bowles made a motion to 

approve the ordinance on first reading.  Council Member Bowles withdrew her motion after 

further discussion regarding the ordinance and fee schedule.  Council Member Lawson made a 

motion to approve the ordinance as presented, Council Member Bowles seconded the motion 

with 5-0 roll call vote: Hodge, aye; Bowles, aye; Lawson, aye; Teague, aye; and Martin, aye.  

Hodge made a motion to direct staff to come up with a fee schedule; Bowles seconded the 

motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Hear a report on measurement and verification of the performance contract regarding 

the recently completed meter and lighting replacement project – City Manager Towarnicki 

stated that the project has been completed and explained the element of measurement and 

verification of the performance contract regarding the recently completed meter and lighting 

replacement project.  Representatives from Johnson Controls shared a PowerPoint with a 

summary of their findings over the past three months.  Council Member Hodge questioned the 

“spread” of the light and if it could be adjusted.  Joyce explained that he is getting many more 

favorable comments than complaints and acknowledges that the new LED lights are not 

casting as much light onto private property as before.  Mayor Teague suggested additional 

discussion on the properties in question and investigate other lighting options for those areas.  

Teague requested more data and analytics with the next update.   
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Consider adoption of the 2018 Legislative Agenda – City Attorney Monday explained 

there were no significant alterations since the last meeting with the exception of the tax reform 

act that could be a concern.  Council asked staff to express their objection to the change to the 

tax reform act being considered per Monday’s recommendation.  Mayor Teague asked if 

Council would be interested in including verbiage related to the sales tax for brick-mortar 

businesses versus online retail.  Council Member Hodge suggested that more studies be done.  

Finance Director Conover confirmed that the local sales tax is being affected by online sales.  
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Council asked Monday to include the request for review of the sales tax verbiage.  Council 

Member Bowles made a motion to approve the 2018 Legislative agenda with changes 

discussed; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  Monday encouraged residents to contact their representatives Bill Stanley or Les Adams 

with Legislative concerns.     

 

Consider information related to the 2018 Comprehensive Economic Development 

Strategy (CEDS) list – Wayne Knox shared that the CEDS list is down to 29 projects.  The 

Northside project is coming to an end and the medical college was removed.  Knox said he’s 

received a few other suggestions that would affect Wilson Park and the Virginia Museum of 

Natural History.  Council Member Hodge expressed her desire to see all City parks listed for 

upgrade projects, not select parks and asked Community Development to be proactive.  

Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the CEDS list as amended.  Council 

Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.   
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Business from the Floor – Frances Trotter, 8 Aaron Street explained that wrecked 

trucks on Roanoke Street, stray cats, overgrown weeds and recent fires on Aaron Street are 

causing the area to “go downhill” and she feels that resident concerns are being overlooked by 

the City.  Mayor Teague asked Towarnicki to update Council at the next meeting on what is 

being done to resolve those issues.  Staff will notify the Police Department regarding the 

untagged vehicles on the street.  Ural Harris, 217 Stewart Street expressed concern about the 

bonds and the impact they will have on the City rates.  Harris would like those who voted for 

the decision to explain why and to apologize.  Mayor Teague threatened to rule Mr. Harris out 

of order unless he followed the guidelines set for Business from the Floor.  Council Member 

Bowles wished Mr. Harris a happy birthday and thanked him for holding Council accountable 

and for his service in the war and for being an active member of the community.   

Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Bowles wished her family 

members a happy birthday and congratulated her intern Sophie for her participation on the 

Harvest Youth board and for the success of their Thanksgiving meals event.  Vice Mayor 

Martin asked Mr. Harris to not only research concerns but also to put time into providing 

ideas on how to correct those concerns.  Council Member Lawson recognized the Harvest 
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Youth Board for an amazing job and service to the community.  Lawson reminded residents of 

Richard’s Dinner on Christmas Day and said they need volunteers and donations to make this 

year a continued success.  Lawson explained that the Christmas Cheer program would serve 

over 800 families this year.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki explained that the paving 

project is completed and crosswalks are finished.  Towarnicki recognized the organizers of the 

Christmas parade, which was a success.  He shared that the 2017 audit has been added to 

Council’s DropBox and the auditors will be present December 12 for a formal presentation and 

to answer Council questions.   

City Attorney Monday had the opportunity to use the new train service out of Roanoke 

and encourages citizens to take advantage of that.  In his opinion, it is more affordable and 

relaxing than flying. 

There being no further business, Council Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Bowles with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:40pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


